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Formed in 1979, the Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association (OEFFA) cultivates a future in which sustainable and organic farmers thrive, local food nourishes our communities, and agricultural practices protect and enhance our environment.
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Ask an OEFFA Educator




Whether you’re just starting or are a seasoned farmer, are transitioning to organic or certified organic, or simply have questions about sustainable agriculture practices and strategies, OEFFA’s sustainable agriculture educators can help!




Learn More
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Farm Policy Matters







action.oeffa.org







	Amplifying Farmers’ Needs at the 2024 NOC Fly-In
Last month, Milo and Nicole on our federal policy team were in DC for the National Organic Coalition (NOC) fly-in. NOC is an alliance of organizations across the country that advocate for organic farmer and consumer […]

	Our Farm Safety Net is Not “One Size Fits All”
Did you know that Ohio is home to 76,009 farms and 731 organic farms? Even though we are all consumers of food, its production is even more prominent here in Ohio. One might think that the […]

	Protecting Ohio’s Most Valuable Natural Resource
It is impossible to overstate the importance of what is under our feet. Healthy soil is at the root of healthy water, food, economies, and communities. When taken care of, soil has the potential to store […]

	NSAC 2024 Winter Meeting Recap
Our federal policy team is feeling extremely motivated and connected after joining fellow NSAC members in DC at the end of January. The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) puts on a summer and winter meeting each […]





Organic Agriculture | Marketplace Equity | Farm Bill | Genetic Engineering | State Policy | Energy | Blog | Resources for Action
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Certification







certification.oeffa.org










[image: ]






OEFFA has operated an organic certification program since 1981. While the standards and the process have evolved since then, what hasn’t changed is OEFFA’s commitment to uphold the integrity of organics and provide farmers and handler/processors a pathway for profitability.




Learn More








Certification | Fees | Producers | Handlers/Processors | Transition |  Payment | Resources | Cost Share | Food Justice | SOE
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Begin Farming







beginfarming.oeffa.org








With 10 percent of small farmers exiting farming each year, and a current median farming age of 59, helping new farmers successfully enter and thrive in their businesses is vitally important for the future of U.S. agriculture.




But, beginning farmers face significant hurdles, including attaining knowledge, skills, and experience in production practices; acquiring the fundamental business planning and financial management knowledge and skills; and accessing farmland and capital as part of the substantial investment farming requires.




 FarmLink | Seasonal Farm Jobs
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Fair Farms







fairfarms.oeffa.org
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Outreach







outreach.oeffa.org








OEFFA Outreach is intended to increase awareness of and access to programs and services that support you as sustainable farmers, food system workers, and consumers. Our goal is to provide a platform for growth and networking through the sharing of information and the connection of people.
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OEFFA News







news.oeffa.org







	OEFFA Announces 2024 Award Recipients: Brandt Family Farm, Tom Redfern, Kim Bayer
The Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association (OEFFA) has named the 2024 recipients of its Stewardship, Service, and Beginning Farmer awards.   Brandt Family Farm of Fairfield County received the Stewardship Award, which recognizes outstanding contributions to […]

	Member Spotlight: Ed Snavely of Curly Tail Organic Farm
Originally published in the Winter 2024 edition of the OEFFA newsletter. Ed Snavely’s warm greeting was matched by a warmer-than-usual December day. There were few clouds in the sky as we made our way down the […]

	OEFFA Policy Announces 2024 Film Screening Series
The Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association’s (OEFFA) Policy Program and its generous partners invite you to the 2024 OEFFA Policy Film Screening Series. The series features a curated selection of films that explore the many […]

	45th Annual Ohio Food and Farm Conference Opens Registration
Registration is now open for Ohio’s largest sustainable agriculture conference, a three-day event bringing together hundreds of farm and food advocates. The Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association’s (OEFFA) 45th annual conference, Cultivating Care, will take […]
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Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association

41 Croswell Rd. 
Columbus OH 43214
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	OEFFA:(614) 421-2022 (614) 421-2022

OEFFA Certification:(614) 262-2022  (614) 262-2022
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            "My time as a board member has given me so much. I
            
	                
	            	                    [image: "My time as a board member has given me so much. I have met so many wonderful, committed people doing their parts to move organic agriculture forward. To be part of an organization that is confronting in many ways the dominant but destructive model of food production in our country has been satisfying for my soul." -Mardy Townsend of Marshy Meadows Farm  Are you looking for ways to get involved and make a difference in our community? Consider serving on the OEFFA Board of Directors! We need you and the special skills, gifts, and experiences you can bring to our organization.  Visit the link in our bio to apply to our board 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            Kari Lindberg has big plans. She and her sister dr
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Kari Lindberg has big plans. She and her sister dream of a place where agriculture and daily life are integrated—an agrihood.  They are currently building the community of their dreams in Delaware County. ‘The Shire’ will feature six residential homes, a gathering place built from a restored antique barn, a market garden, and MUCH more.  An amazing opportunity with favorable terms awaits an interested market gardener, who would also have the potential to become a partner in the agrihood project.  You’re invited to visit The Shire during an open house this weekend (April 6-7)! Email Kari at lindberg29shire@gmail.com to learn more.]
        
    



    
        
            We're thrilled to partner with @marbleseedorg, @mi
            
	                
	            	                    [image: We're thrilled to partner with @marbleseedorg, @michael_fields_ag, @ofarm_inc, and @tennstateu to work with organic row and grain crop farmers who want to incorporate climate-smart practices into their farm management plans.  Producers can receive up to $5,000 per year to implement climate-smart agriculture practices, such as cover crop mixes or new cash crops, on their operation. OEFFA has staff on hand dedicated to help participating farmers with goals, crop planning, and more. Learn more at the climate-smart link in our bio 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            Last week, our policy team was in DC for the Natio
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Last week, our policy team was in DC for the National Organic Coalition fly-in. They were joined by organic farmers Dave Shively and Joe and Renee Ramunni.  Some highlights from the trip include:  🏛️ Fruitful meetings with five Congressional offices (pictured: @repmaxmiller, @chelliepingree, and @boblatta staff)  🏛️ A meeting with the USDA Under Secretary of Agriculture for Marketing and Regulatory Programs, Jenny Moffitt  🏛️ Strategy meetings with coalition partners  🏛️ Lots of laughter amongst the cherry blossoms  These fly-ins would not be as impactful without the stories and wisdom of our state’s farmers.  It was an honor for our team to spend time with Dave, Renee, and Joe, and we’re looking forward to seeing their needs amplified by the Congresspeople they met with.  Be sure to give @oeffapolicy a follow for more advocacy updates!]
        
    



    
        
            The numbers are in ✍️ 2023 was a packed year w
            
	                
	            	                    [image: The numbers are in ✍️ 2023 was a packed year with our team and members coordinating numerous workshops, tours, resources, and so much more.  We can educate farmers, provide organic certification, and advocate for sound policies because of the support of members like you. Thank you for joining us in this journey!   To support OEFFA's work, please consider donating/becoming a member by clicking either of those links in our bio 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            Our Lake Effect Chapter folks are hosting a farm t
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Our Lake Effect Chapter folks are hosting a farm tour at A's and O's Farm in April! See examples of no-till mulch farming, solar water pumping, and deer and rabbit (and sometimes human) protection techniques on the farm's urban lot.  Their organic field production includes asparagus, snap peas, beans, and sweet potatoes, but is mostly dedicated to fruit-producing perennials. The asparagus should be in full production in time for the tour, so attendees can pick a meal's worth to take home. Learn more at the link in our bio 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            @oeffapolicy has secured an impressive panel lineu
            
	                
	            	                    [image: @oeffapolicy has secured an impressive panel lineup for next Sunday’s screening of SEED: The Untold Story.  The film explores our 12,000-year relationship with seeds and how they play a role in combatting corporate power and promoting climate resilience.  Afterward, we’ll hear from these panelists about local efforts to promote seed sovereignty:  🌱Lindsay Klaunig (Trouvaille Farm) 🌱Michelle Ajamian (@shagbarkmill) 🌱Ronda Clark (Blackberry Sage Farm) 🌱Florentina Rodriguez (Flora Seeds) 🌱Christine Hughes (@villagebakeryathens)  Register for the free film screening by visiting action.oeffa.org/film-screening-series.]
        
    



    
        
            Our sustainable agriculture educators set aside ti
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Our sustainable agriculture educators set aside time every month to sit in and listen to your farming questions 💻  Together, they are dedicated to serving farmers as a free and accessible help desk for questions relating to organic and sustainable agriculture. Drop in virtually on Monday, March 18 to talk to our team (or just listen) in this month’s Farmer Help Shop!  Sign up at the “Ask an OEFFA Educator” link in our bio 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            We’re up to a lot of things at OEFFA. Like a LOT
            	                    [image: We’re up to a lot of things at OEFFA. Like a LOT a lot.   If you want to hear the latest and greatest from us, sign up for our emails! The OEFFA monthly email bulletin is an especially valuable resource filled to the brim with important news, resources, events, and jobs in the sustainable agriculture world.   Get it in your inbox by signing up at oeffa.org/emails (or the link in our bio) 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            OEFFA is a proud partner in the Midwest Transition
            
	                
	            	                    [image: OEFFA is a proud partner in the Midwest Transition to Organic Partnership Program (TOPP), providing mentorship, technical assistance, and wrap-around support for transitioning and existing organic producers.  Part of TOPP’s aim is to connect farmers interested in transitioning to organic with local, experienced organic mentors. Mentors receive a stipend, paid professional development, and more. Mentees gain support, guidance, and development through this free mentorship.   To learn more, visit the TOPP link in our bio 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            In recognition for their outstanding work in culti
            
	                
	            	                    [image: In recognition for their outstanding work in cultivating, supporting, and innovating in the world of sustainable agriculture, OEFFA extends our sincerest congratulations to this year's award winners: Kim Bayer (@slowfarmorganic), Brandt Family Farm (@wlntcrkj), and Tom Redfern (@ruralaction).  Visit the link in our bio to read more about these awards and this year's recipients 🏅]
        
    



    
        
            In 1989, Ed Snavely's Curly Tail Organic Farm beca
            
	                
	            	                    [image: In 1989, Ed Snavely's Curly Tail Organic Farm became certified by OEFFA. To this day, it remains one of Ohio’s longest consistently certified organic farms.  Currently, the farm is planted in a seven-year rotation of hay, barley, soybeans, wheat, rest, barley, and spelt. The organic small grains grown on the farm are fed to a herd of about 100 pigs a year. Ed carefully and thoughtfully raises the heritage breed pigs, earning a place in the hearts of @worthingtonfarmersmarket shoppers as a treasured vendor for 25 years.  To read more of Ed's OEFFA member spotlight, click the link in our bio. To become a member yourself, visit the Become a Member link in our bio!]
        
    



    
        
            What a team 🫶 Everyone here does so many differ
            
	                
	            	                    [image: What a team 🫶 Everyone here does so many different things, from getting folks certified organic to connecting landowners and landseekers, from supporting member and donor relations to keeping OEFFA running as an organization, and so much more.   Learn more about our different programs at oeffa.org 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            You may recognize him as the mad man running aroun
            
	                
	            	                    [image: You may recognize him as the mad man running around the OEFFA conference with a blaring walkie talkie, multiple microphones, or a crumpled clipboard, but that's just Milo to us 😄  This was the 12th OEFFA conference Milo coordinated, and it was also his last. Don't worry, he'll still be there next year, but it will be as OEFFA's Policy Director (@oeffapolicy). We're so grateful for Milo's endless dedication and passion that makes this annual event so amazing. Thank you, Milo!]
        
    



    
        
            
            
	                
	            	                    [image: And that’s a wrap on the 2024 OEFFA Conference 🥲🌱   Thank you to each and every one of you who joined us in person and in spirit. It truly wouldn’t be the event it is without your incredible knowledge, passion, and sense of community.   (also swipe to see our new Team OEFFA rep 🐾)]
        
    



    
        
            And then there’s conference day two 🗣️
            
	                
	            	                    [image: And then there’s conference day two 🗣️]
        
    



    
        
            Packed morning so far! Enjoy these snippets of con
            	                    [image: Packed morning so far! Enjoy these snippets of conference day two 🎬]
        
    



    
        
            Now that’s a first day 👏👏

Welcome back to
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Now that’s a first day 👏👏  Welcome back to our absolute favorite event of the year, the OEFFA Conference. On to day two ✌️]
        
    



    
        
            As we're counting down the final days to the 2024 
            
	                
	            	                    [image: As we're counting down the final days to the 2024 OEFFA conference, we want to send our gratitude to our Sustainer sponsors. Their generosity and support is what makes this possible. Thank you.  🍪 Make sure to grab an @ebans_bakehouse cookie and @shagbarkmill popcorn to snack on between workshop sessions.  🚶 Visit @edibleohiovalley, @osucfaes, @ohioagdept's Ohio CAN Program, @shagbarkmill, and @ncrsare in the conference exhibit hall.  💻 Support @hodsonenergy, @morningagclips, and @wholecitiesfoundation online!  Don't forget we will accept on-site registrations during the conference! Stop by the OEFFA desk during the conference to register. Learn more at conference.oeffa.org (or the link in our bio) 🌱]
        
    



    
        
            👆What that says! We’re hitting the final coun
            
	                
	            	                    [image: 👆What that says! We’re hitting the final countdown to our biggest event of the year and are all hands on deck here. Picking up food from our farmer friends for conference meals and snacks, plus getting all our OEFFA goods in order.   If you aren’t already registered, on-site registration will be offered. Come on by starting Thursday night to get in on the fun! Learn more at conference.oeffa.org (or the link in our bio) 🌱]
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