
OEFFA’S MISSION:
cultivating a future in which ecological and organic farmers thrive, local food nourishes 

our communities, and agricultural practices protect and enhance our environment.

WWW.OEFFA.ORG  •  (614) 421-2022  •  OEFFA@OEFFA.ORG  •  

IN 2020, WE RECEIVED FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM: 

Central State University, Clif Bar Family Foundation, Earth Island Institute, Earth Tools, The George Gund Foundation, 

Initiative for Food and AgriCultural Transformation (InFACT),Johnny’s Selected Seeds, Meshewa Farm Foundation, 

National Organic Program Organic Integrity Learning Center, The Ohio State University Research Foundation,  

Turner Farm, UNFI Foundation, USDA Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program,  

USDA Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program, and the USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant Program

…along with donations from many individual members, sponsors, and other supporters.   
Thank you!
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OEFFA STAFF
Lauren Hirtle, Food Justice and Organic  
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Amber Mitchell, Administrative Coordinator
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Eric Pawlowski, Sustainable Agriculture Educator
Milo Petruziello, Programs and Events Coordinator
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Sarah Pinkham, Certi�cation Program Assistant 

Manager
Lainie Rini, Begin Farming Program Coordinator
Emily Romain, Certi�cation Specialist
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Anna Sekine, Certi�cation Specialist
Julie Sharp, Bookkeeper
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Reilly Wright, Communications Director

OEFFA CERTIFICATION INCOME

OEFFA CERTIFICATION EXPENSES

OEFFA INCOME

OEFFA EXPENSES

For the Year Ending 3/31/2021 
Total Income: $956,153 

For the Year Ending 3/31/2021  
Total Expenses: $816,959  

For the Year Ending 12/31/2020 
Total Income: $1,922,712  

For the Year Ending 12/31/2020 
Total Expenses: $1,981,048 

3/31/2021 Net Assets: $443,926 12/31/2020 Net Assets: $402,975

�Q Management – $113,284 

�Q  Programs – $690,495

�Q��Development – $13,180

�Q  Certi�cation Services – $1,877,481 

�Q  Miscellaneous – $39,520 

  Investment Income – $5,711 

�Q Staff Salaries – $1,204,167  

�Q��Other – $246,068 

�Q Inspectors – $448,348 

�Q Professional Fees – $20,102  

�Q Printing and Postage – $33,047  
�Q��Equipment and Supplies – $29,316  

�Q Other – $159,634  

�Q Grants – $451,211  

�Q��Programs – $137,343  

�Q Membership – $91,066 

�Q��Donations – $116,899 
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2021 OEFFA BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Alex Dragovich

Steve Edwards, President 

Lisa Helm

Christine Hughes

Ben Jackle, Treasurer

Dave Bell, Vice President

Jim Bidigare, Secretary

Bryn Bird

Jeff Dean

Paul Dorrance 

2021 OEFFA CERTIFICATION  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Lisa Helm

Tom Rapini, Vice President

Sarah Taylor, Secretary

Jim Bidigare

Bryn Bird, President

Steve Edwards, Treasurer

Paul Dorrance

Val Jorgensen

Tom Rapini

Sarah Taylor

Mardy Townsend

Abbe Turner

Mile Creek FarmMile Creek FarmMiller’s on the GroveMiller’s on the Grove

We grew farmer and citizen know-how through high quality, educational programs 
that lay the groundwork for business success and food system change. 

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT LAST YEAR…

 More than 1,000 people  from  
24 states  and 67 Ohio counties — 
including 160 beginning farmers —
attended three-days of annual conference 
events in February 2020.

 Nearly 450 beginning farmers  
and community leaders gained practical 
skills during nine online workshops , 
webinars, and series on farmland transfer, 
business development, legal planning, 
transitioning to organic, and other topics.

 OEFFA launched a COVID-19 
resources webpage  and sent  
weekly emails to help farmers and  
others navigate the unprecedented 
complexities during the �rst months of the 
pandemic, and quickly pivoted to move 
educational programming online.  

Our Begin Farming Program nurtured budding farmers in the �eld and in the classroom. 

“ The dream is happening: to 
preserve the legacy of my family’s 
commitment to non-chemical 
farming and conservation practices, 
giving others access to enjoy this 
unique space and learn the multi-
layered impact and resilience we can 
create; to give back to the land that 
sustained my family. Thank you so 
much for your part in creating this.”

 –  Vicki Rae Harder-Thorne, Earth Heart Farms

We certi�ed a growing crop of organic farmers and processors, allowing us all to reap 
the environmental, social, and economic bene�ts of organic farming. 

We helped whet decision makers’ appetite for change by building grassroots support 
for policies that support farmers and protect our environment. 

We reaf�rmed our shared commitment to continuing with purpose and community by 
bringing farmers and consumers to the table to improve our food system.

“Transitioning my land to 
organic production was 
very daunting. When I 
originally got the packet, 
it was intimidating to me. 
I am not a paperwork 
kind of guy. I am glad 
I am working with the 
great people of OEFFA 
to walk me through the 
process. They have been 
extremely helpful.”

Brian Miller, Miller’s on the Grove

 More than 500 farmers —including 75 beginning 
farmers  and 73 transitional farmers —received  
397 hours of one-on-one technical assistance  
from OEFFA Education staff. helping growers through the organic 
certi�cation process, COVID-19 market challenges, and more. This 
support assisted transitioning producers in converting more 
than 6,000 acre s into new organic grain production.

 OEFFA Certi�cation became accredited through Organic Plus 
Trust (OPT) to offer grass-fed certi�cation to organic dairy and 
beef operations. In 2020, OEFFA certi�ed 34 OPT  
grass-fed producers.

 OEFFA certified nearly 1,300 operations , including 111 
farms and businesses who certi�ed with OEFFA for the �rst time.

 OEFFA distributed $187,000 in organic cost-share 
funds  to more than 350 organic producers and 
processors , helping to make certi�cation affordable.

 To help farmers and consumers threatened by the pandemic, 
OEFFA fought for and realized changes in important 
disaster aid programs  for small and mid-scale farmers. 

 We worked with our Ohio partners to advocate keeping 
farmers markets open and operating safely , 
chronicle the impacts of COVID-19 in a new Opportunity 
in a Time of Crisis report, and develop important policy 
recommendations for supporting small farms and expanding 
food access. 

 OEFFA spearheaded the Ohio Soil Health Initiative , 
which brought together more than 150 farmers  and leaders 
during three listening sessions  and a half-day 
conference  session to empower farmer adoption of good 
soil health practices  and provide grassroots feedback as 
OEFFA works to introduce new soil health legislation.

 More than 3,800 members  supported OEFFA—
including 463 new members who joined us for the �rst time 
in 2020.

 OEFFA’s regional and issue-based chapters 
helped 1,373 members  connect with local food 
advocates and farmers around common interests.

 OEFFA’s new Youth Agricultural Education Chapter grew to  
60 members , and organized online children’s activities for 
OEFFA’s 2021 conference.

 OEFFA reached 12,425 followers  and subscribers on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube.

 To help more farmers �nd markets and customers, OEFFA  
offered complimentary listings  in the Good Earth 
Guide for all farmers during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dayton Urban GrownDayton Urban Grown

OEFFA endorsed Chez Nous 
Farm’s Kiva loan request to 
�nance a new high tunnel.

OEFFA endorsed Chez Nous 
Farm’s Kiva loan request to 
�nance a new high tunnel.

OEFFA worked in the Ohio 
Statehouse to advance legislation 
on soil health and land access.

OEFFA worked in the Ohio 
Statehouse to advance legislation 
on soil health and land access.

Lady Buggs FarmLady Buggs FarmFox Hollow FarmFox Hollow Farm

Glass Rooster CanneryGlass Rooster Cannery Schriver OrganicsSchriver Organics

“  I very much 
appreciate your 
national policy work 
and informative 
newsletters, which 
cover so many 
important issues SO 
well! Thanks for your 
work!”—

 –  Heather Cantino

Down the Road FarmDown the Road Farm Settlage DairySettlage Dairy

Down the Road FarmDown the Road Farm

OEFFA Kids’ Conference, Ed ChenOEFFA Kids’ Conference, Ed Chen OEFFA Conference, Ed ChenOEFFA Conference, Ed Chen
Eban’s Bakehouse delivers baked goods 
for OEFFA conference meals
Eban’s Bakehouse delivers baked goods 
for OEFFA conference meals Begin Farming mentorship pair, Ed ChenBegin Farming mentorship pair, Ed Chen

 A new two-year Dairy Grazing 
Apprenticeship Program  matched three 
early career farmers with three master graziers 
for 4,000 hours of on-farm training, technical 
instruction, and peer networking.

 A new Begin Farming Advisory 
Network  helps service providers  
exchange information and collaborate to best 
serve beginning farmers across Ohio.

 Two new collaborators —a farmland 
transition specialist and grazing specialist—
allowed OEFFA’s Begin Farming Program to  
serve more livestock producers and late  
career farmers.

 Fifty full and partial scholarships  
were distributed to beginning farmers to attend 
OEFFA’s annual conference, which featured 
eight workshops  and one full-day 
intensive  dedicated exclusively to beginning 
farmer topics.

 An Ohio State University graduate student 
worked with OEFFA to conduct research  
on beginning farmer mental health  and 
social sustainability.

 More than 700 aspiring and beginning  
farmers  found community in OEFFA’s Next 
Farm Team Facebook group.

 Twelve pairs of experienced farmers and 
beginning farmers nurtured one-on-one 
mentorship support.

 OEFFA’s annual farm transfer workshop 
series  helped farmers like Vicki Rae Harder-
Thorne navigate the process of transferring their 
farm to a successor.

Miller’s on the GroveMiller’s on the Grove

“  You have all done such a 
marvelous job with conference in 
all ways! It chokes me up a little 
as I am so happy to be part of 
an organization that strives to be 
more inclusive not in just word 
but in action. And to be among 
people who are open and willing 
to do the same. It gives me hope 
for us all!”

 – Dianne Kadonaga,  Sunny Glen Gardens 

OHIO ECOLOGICAL  
FOOD AND FARM 
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Camille Ackerman, Quality Systems Coordinator

Ava Aven-Ryan, Policy Program Organizer

Julia Barton, Sustainable Agriculture Educator

Haley Behnfeldt, Inspection Administrator

Matt Begley, Materials Specialist

Vanessa Brown, Human Resources and  
Operations Coordinator

Sheryn Bruff, Farm Certi�cation Coordinator

Carol Cameron, Accountant

Jessica Crook, Administrative Assistant

Juniper Cruz, Administrative Assistant

Heather Dean, Policy Program Organizer

Katie Everett, Certi�cation Specialist

Carol Goland, Executive Director

Robin Hackett, Begin Farming Program Coordinator


